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Overview 

• The right to read
• Technical solutions
• Non-technical solutions 
• The (near) future



The right to read

• Influencing RNIB's 2008/14 strategy
• Alliance of 19 charities
• Declaration:

– 96 per cent of books are never made 
available in large print, audio or braille. 

– Everyone has the right to read the same 
book, at the same time, at the same price. 



Technical solutions
• Online catalogue - Needs a PC
• Buying books through RNIB's Booksite 

– Online Daisy
– Daisy CD
– Braille
– Large Print

• Library service through REVEAL





Non-Technical Solutions

• Trials telephone solutions - Interactive 
Voice Recognition (IVR)

• Accessible books on the high street
• UK Publishing and Trade Book industry. 

– What are the barriers? 
– What are we doing?



The (near) future

• Next generation DAISY Players
– DAISY Consortium "online protocol".

• Mainstream "book" devices 
– Amazon Kindle / Cybook Gen3
– What about voice output?

• Books over Digital TV or Radio players





Thank you 
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Tara.Alexander@rnib.org.uk
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